111 Things

1. I'm left-handed.
2. My family is historically Jewish.
3. My branch of the family is secular--the only times I've been to services have been bar and bat mitzvahs of my second cousins and the day of my cousin's wedding.
4. I have lived in six states, all within the northeast US.
5. Four of them were before I left my parents' house.
6. I've lived in ten houses or apartments, not counting dorms.
7. I grew up in small cities.
8. I like living in a large city, but there are things I miss, specifically quiet.  And forests.
9. I like having mountains to frame the sky.  
10. Burlington (Vermont) was great because there are mountains on the east and the west, and water in the middle.
11. One of my life goals is to have lived in a different time zone for at least six months.
12. The other (more-)major life goal is to be a respected neuroscientist.
13. I hope to eventually marry, but that's less within my control than where I live and the quality of my work.
14. I love plants.  I don't have a garden (or a yard or even a terrace), but I generally have thirty or so houseplants spread between my house and my windowsill in lab.  
15. I can't seem to deal with plants that can't survive droughts.  
16. I am definitely a cat person.  I don't really object to other people's dogs (or rodents or birds, etc.), but I'm not so interested in having them myself.  And it would take some sort of really impressive reason for me to not have a cat.
17. I'm really good at staying up late.  There are times when I don't go to bed for a while because it's easier to keep reading (or whatever) than to get ready for bed.
18. I'm bad at going to bed early.
19. I'm also bad at getting up early.
20. When I have to, I can pretend to be a morning person, but there has to be a strict deadline involved.
21. I rarely sleep past 9, even when I have nothing scheduled.
22. This leads to recurring sleep debt.
23. I read a lot of comics, both newspaper-published ones and webcomics.  (I'm not all that fond of graphic novels, though there are a couple I've enjoyed.)
24. I also read a lot of science fiction and fantasy, especially retellings of fairy tales.
25. When I have time to pay attention, I also read literary fiction.
26. I haven't regularly watched television since 8th grade (1995).
27. I'm perfectly happy without a tv.  The only things I like to watch are major sporting events, like the Olympics or the World Cup.  
28. What tv series I enjoy, I watch on DVD, without commercials or a set schedule.
29. I really like selected movies, but I'm much fonder of books than films.  
30. One of the things I like about books is that I can skim through disgusting or scary bits.
31. I'm fine with vampires and such appearing in books I would've read for other reasons, but horror is definitely not at the top of my to-read list.  (Or, for that matter, my to-watch list.)
32. My hair is long and thick and dark and somewhere between wavy and curly.  A woman who works down the hall from me has described it as 'mermaid hair'.  
33. Most of the time, I like it, but it gets awfully heavy in the summer (when I put it up a lot more).
34. I like grey, rainy days.
35. Especially when they're not windy, so an umbrella actually keeps me dry.
36. They're even better when they have snow instead of rain.
37. I love winter.
38. It helps that my birthday is in November.
39. Mostly, it's that I hate hot weather.  (I tend to feel warm rather than cold.  And then I melt in a puddle of sweat when it's hot.)
40. And I love fuzzy, warm clothing.
41. That's gotten even more pronounced since I started knitting.
42. I used to make beads and beaded jewelry, but I switched to knitting because it's portable.
43. I would love to improve at all sorts of other art forms.
44. I carry my camera everywhere.
45. I rarely photograph people.
46. I took a lot of people pictures during my last year in college.
47. I was working on making my own yearbook.
48. Some of the photographs are still waiting to be attached to the pages.
49. In addition to yarn, I really like paper.
50. My favorite kinds of yarns are slightly tweedy or variegated within a color.
51. My favorite kinds of papers have flecks or bits of flowers or leaves in them.
52. I nearly always wear a necklace, usually a pendant.
53. I used to wear rings all the time.
54. I stopped because they tend to get in the way of lab gloves.
55. All jewelry is dual purpose: adornment and something to play with.
56. I love to cook.
57. I really love to bake.
58. Most of what I cook is sort of modern-vegetarian.
58. If it's not, it's probably vaguely-Indian, vaguely-Thai, vaguely-Chinese, or vaguely-Italian.
59. I'm not a vegetarian.
60. I have fooled many people into thinking I'm vegetarian.
61. That was entirely unintentional.
62. Broccoli is one of my favorite foods.
63. I'm told that broccoli and cauliflower were my first solid foods.
64. People tend to tell me I look more like whichever parent they see me with.
65. I wear jeans and a t-shirt most of the time, with sweaters in the winter.
66. I'm trying to dress slightly more like a "real adult".
67. I won't be giving up the jeans and t-shirts any time soon.
68. I love wearing long, flowy skirts.
69. They're really impractical for lab, especially considering all of the rolling chairs, so I rarely do.
70. I love to sing.
71. I love to sing with people.
72. I sing shape-notes more than anything else, despite the fact that most of the songs are about a religion that isn't part of my life.
73. I don't object to other people's organized religions as long as they don't try to impose their religious beliefs on other people, but I'll stick with my version of secular humanism/spiritual naturalism.
74. What that boils down to is, basically, "the universe is really awesome and deserves respect and care."
75. The awesomeness of nature is why I enjoy biology so much.
76. I can be highly distractible.
77. That's not the only reason this list jumps around so much--there were things I wanted to change or remove, but I didn't want to renumber the entire list.
78. I am not always efficient, but I appreciate efficiency.
79. I like silly toys.
80. Especially if they're frog-related or glow-in-the-dark.
81. I really don't need any more of them.  (This could be construed as a hint.  Items 79 and 80 should not be.)
82. I like to travel.
83. When I go somewhere, I look for hiking and art museums.
84. I love to walk along beaches in the winter.
85. Tide pools fascinate me.
86. I'm an only child.  I still like to be alone a lot.  
87. This makes for problems when I go out with friends until late and then stay up even later, after I get home, so I can have some quiet solitude to settle myself down.
88. I'd never lived in the same city or town as any of relatives (not counting my parents) until I moved to Philadelphia.
89. The only exception to that was when my grandmother lived with us while she was undergoing chemotherapy.
90. The three grandparents I grew up with are all still alive.  (*knocks on wood*)
91. My (other) grandmother taught me to embroider when I was about ten.  She said she never got into knitting or crochet (that was her sister), but she used to do a fair amount of sewing and embroidery.
92. I don't foresee myself doing much embroidery on things beside other craft projects of mine, but I do want to learn to sew clothes and relearn a few embroidery stitches.
93. I don't listen to commercial radio.
94. I learn about new music from my friends and from concert series, and, every so often, from public radio.
95. I listen to public radio a lot.
96. I rarely read newspapers.
97. When I do, they're usually online.
98. There are a lot of celebrities and public figures whom I wouldn't recognize because I don't follow visual news media.  
99. I like playing games and solving puzzles.
100. I used to do the New York Times crossword puzzle every day, over breakfast.  (Friday and Saturday would extend to the rest of the day.)
101. I like all sorts of word games.
102. I like studying languages, especially grammar.  I am less interested in the associated culture than my high school French teachers thought was reasonable.
103. I'm good at beginning language classes.
104. I took French in high school and German and a semester of Latin in college.
105. I didn't take a single English class in college, although I did take a Feminist Science Fiction and Fantasy ExCo (student-taught class).
106. When I was a small child, my mom would sing me lullabies, and my dad would work math problems with me instead of bedtime stories.
107. It was fun, and I thought it was really cool when I got to algebra, discovered that those math problems were called systems of equations, and found that I was allowed to write down the equations.
108. I had a lot of fun with math, but I didn't think multivariable calculus would be worth the effort.
109. I settled on a career much faster than my parents did.  We'll see whether it sticks, but I'm still happy with it.
110. My parents decided on my name so that my initials would be ENT because my dad's a forester.  If that doesn't make sense to you, read the Lord of the Rings trilogy.
111. That's probably more of a part of my personality than it should be.  And it's part of how I picked eleventy-one items for this list.
